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Instrumentation

Flute
Pennywhistle in D
Harmonica (in A and D)

Clarinet in Bb

Horn in F

Percussion:

Marimba (4-oct.), Vibraphone, Glockenspiel, Crotales, Chimes, Suspended Cymbal, Clash Cymbals, Tam-tam, Bass Drum,
Triangle, Tambourine.

In addition, the following Climbing Equiptment is used in the percussion parts: Ice Axe, Picket, 2 Ice Screws, Piton

Harp

Electric Guitar
Piano

Celesta

Electronics (fixed media)

(C4 = middle C)

Soprano 1 (range: B3-D6)

Soprano 2 (range: B3-B5)

Mezzo-Soprano (range: G3-F#5)

Tenor 1 (range: B2-A4 plus whistling range of C5-A5)
Tenor 2 (range: Bb2-Ab4 plus whistling range of C5-A5)
Baritone (range: F2-F#4)

Bass (range: E2-F#4)

2 Cellos

Program Note

Hard Weather is a song cycle that sets the poem Hard Weather by Erin Lynch. As a whole, Hard Weather explores
the melting of glaciers around the world due to climate change, and how this affects the surrounding ecosystems
through the eyes of the creatures, both human and non-human, that interact with the glaciers. My parents were

avid mountain climbers, and throughout my childhood they took me on hikes up on the glaciers on Mount Rainier

and elsewhere in the Pacific Northwest. I was fascinated by the immense scale and interconnectedness of the
glaciers and their surrounding ecosystems. They expand, contract, grow, and shape the cliffs and alpine landscape
around them; their melting serves as the springs of creeks that grow into huge rivers stretching hundreds of miles
to the ocean. These rivers in turn give water and life to the world around them. It is this scale and connectedness
that I attempted to evoke in Hard Weather.

The piece is comprised of ten songs. Seven of the songs feature individual singers portraying 'characters'.

1. Introduction
2. Storyteller (featuring Baritone)
3. Salmon (featuring Soprano 2)
4. Child (featuring Soprano 1)
5. Interlude

6. Climber (featuring Tenor 2)
7. Pika (featuring Tenor 1)
8. Guide (featuring Bass)

9. Water Keepers (featuring Mezzo-Soprano)
10. Finale



Erin Lynch

Flute

Clarinet in Bb

Hornin F

Glockenspiel

Harp

Electric Guitar

Piano

Celesta

Electronics

Soprano 1

Soprano 2

Mezzo-soprano

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Baritone

Bass

Violoncello 1

Violoncello 2

Stark, dramatic J=60
jet whistle
A

Hard Weather

1. Introduction

Aidan Gold

*Headlines:
Photos show glaciers nearing collapse around the world. Last remaining Pacific glaciers will soon melt away. Greenland's dying
ice. Himalayan glaciers exacerbating melt. Researchers investigate dramatic melt of glaciers in Peru. Scientists bid farewell to
glaciers lost to climate change. Alaskan glaciers melting 100 times faster than thought. Europe's record heat melted Swiss
glaciers. Snowy Mt. Rainier losing its glaciers. Record warm water found in Antarctica. Where to see Earth's dying glaciers.

©Aidan Gold and Erin Lynch
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Photos show glaciers nearing collapse around the world. Last remaining Pacific glaciers will soon melt away. Greenland's dying
ice. Himalayan glaciers exacerbating melt. Researchers investigate dramatic melt of glaciers in Peru. Scientists bid farewell to
glaciers lost to climate change. Alaskan glaciers melting 100 times faster than thought. Europe's record heat melted Swiss
glaciers. Snowy Mt. Rainier losing its glaciers. Record warm water found in Antarctica. Where to see Earth's dying glaciers.
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